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Rules to regulate the navigation of the Twante Canal. 

Re ve nue  De partme nt ( Separate  Reve nue  Branch) Noti fi cation N o.55,  date d the  25-2-1935 as  s ubs eq ue ntly 

ame nde d by Noti fi cati ons No s. 157,  162, 353,  313, 6, 16 2 and 437,  date d the  10-7-35,  17-7-35, 8-1 2-37,  7-1 0-

38 , 6-1-40 and 28-1 0-40 res pecti ve ly. 

 

In exe rci se  of the  powe rs  confe rre d by Se cti on 79 of the Burma C anal Act, 1905 , the  Gove rnor i n C ounci l is  

ple ase d to mak e  the  followi ng rule s  to re gulate  the navi gatio n of the Twante Canal. The  rules  

publi s he d in the  Burma Publi c Work s  D epartme nt N oti fi catio n N o.95, dated the 13 th Octobe r 1908 as  

s ubseq ue ntly ame nde d are  here by s upe rse de d. 

NOTE:- The se  rules  are  supple mentary to the rule s  made  under the  Inland Ste am Ves se ls  Act 1917,  

whic h wi ll continue to gove rn all matte rs  for whi ch the se  Pules  do not s peci ally provi de. 

1.  Wi thout the wri tte n permiss ion of the  D ivis ional Canal Office r no ves se l shall navi gate the Twante  Canal 

whose  capaci ty e xce e ds  400  tons  or whose  dime nsions e xcee d the  follow i ng li mits :- 

L e ngth 170  fe e t. 

Bre adth 50  fe e t. 

D raught 8 fee t 6 i nches . (but s ee  rule  24 ). 

2.  Eve ry ves se l enteri ng the  Canal shall be li able  to meas ure me nt and stamping for the purpose  of 

as certaini ng the  tolls  payable , and in cas e  of any re asonable  doubt  aris i ng, the  Toll Co lle ctor at any Toll 

Statio n shall have  the  authori ty to re-meas ure  a ve ss e l notwi ths tandi ng that it was  me as ure d on e ntering 

the C anal. 

3.  The  tonnage  or carryi ng capaci ty i n bask e ts  of eve ry ve sse l whi ch has  be en surv eye d by, q uali fie d surve ys  

s hall, for the  purpose s  of these  rules , be  dete rmi ned from the Surve yor’s  fi gure s  of meas ure me nt, and 

s hall be k nown as  the  “Regi s tere d tonnage ” Ves se ls  whic h have  not be e n prope rly s urve ye d wi ll be 

charge d on e s ti mate d capaci tie s. 

4.  The  pe rs on i n charge  of a vess e l ente ri ng or navi gating the  Canal shall pay the  toll le vi able  to the 

Waterways  Ins pe ctor or to the  Toll Co lle ctor, and such ves se l shall be de tained until a re ce i pt for such toll 

s hall have  be e n iss ue d to the pers on i n charge. 
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5.  The  t oll ti cke t s hall be k e pt on the ve ss e l by the  pe rs on i n charge  thereof so long as  such ves se l is  i n the  

C anal and shall be produce d for i ns pe cti on upon the  demand of any C anal Offi ce r, and shall be delive re d 

up to a C anal Offi ce r upon the  ves se l pass i ng ou t of the C anal. 

6.  If a toll ti cke t is  los t a fre s h ti ck e t mus t be  obtaine d upon payme nt of the  toll le vi able  in re s pe ct of such 

ve sse l; provi ded that i f a claim is  s ubmi tted at the D i vi si onal Offi ce  for re fund of the  s e cond payme nt the 

amount subs eq ue ntly  paid at the outgoi ng stati on wi ll be re funde d afte r ne ce ss ary ve ri ficatio n. 

7.  Exce pt wi th the  spe ci al sanction of the  Gove rnor in Co unci l no boat use d by a Governme nt offi ce r, whe ther 

C i vi l or Mi li tary, s hall be exe mpted from payment of toll on the  groun d that such offi cer is  trave lli ng on 

publi c duty. 

A de partme nt of Go ve rnme nt may compound for the  tolls  for the  us e  of the Canal by i ts  offi ce rs  by paying 

annually in advance , a lump sum to be  fi xe d by the  Local Gove rnme nt i n cons ultati on wi th that 

D e partme nt. 

8.  Eve ry ves se l enteri ng or navi gating the  C anal, s hall, where  it i s  s afe  and practi cable, ke e p to the s i de  of the  

C anal whi ch lies  to the ri ght or s tarboard s i de  of s uch ves se l. 

NOTE:- All cargo boats , paddy boats , and othe r ve sse ls  under oars  or s ai l shall kee p out of the way of 

s team or motor ves se ls  and avoi d tacki ng acros s  the i r bows  so  close  as  to caus e  the  steam or 

motor ve ss e l to manoe uvre  to avoi d collis ion. 

9.  No ves se l shall procee d through the  C anal at a gre ater s pe e d than 8 mi les  pe r hour agains t the  current and 

12  mi les  pe r hour with the  curre nt or at s lack  water, both spee ds  bei ng relative  to the  ground. 

NOTE:- Thi s  s pee d re s tri cti on doe s  not apply to s pee d boats  le ss  than 30 fe e t in le ngth. 

10 . A ve sse l proce e di ng agains t the curre nt s ha ll whe re  i t is  safe  and practicable  gi ve  way to a ve ss e l 

procee di ng with the  current. 

11 . (i ) D uri ng cons truction or s urve y warning flags  by day and li ghts  by ni ght may be dis playe d at s ui table  

posi tio ns  ups tre am and downstre am, and no ve sse l shall pas s  or  atte mpt to pas s  s uch warni ng si gnals so  

long as  the y re mai n hois te d. 

( ii ) Whe n the  warni ng si gnals  are  lowe red traffi c may proce e d de ad s low. 

12 . N o raft or loos e  logs shall be allowe d to e nte r or to pass  along the  C anal. 

13 . ( 1)  Anchori ng is  prohibi ted i n the  C hi na Baki r Rive r be twee n the  e ntrance  to the  C anal and the  Notice  

Boards  fi xe d on the  bank  to deli mi t the prohibi te d are a. 
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( 2)  Anchori ng is  pe rmi tted clos e  i n to the N orth bank  of the  Canal we s t of the Le tpangon Toll Stati on 

be twe e n the  N oti ce  Boards  fi xe d to de li mi t the anchori ng area at that place . 

( 3)  Else whe re  i n the  C anal anchori ng is  prohi bi ted exce pt for the purpos e  of mak i ng fas t to the  bank . 

( 4)  Whe ne ve r poss i ble  craft will mak e  fas t to the  bank  on thei r own s tarboard si de . 

( 5)  Paddy gi gs  or country craft maki ng fast s hall not li e  more  than two abre ast. 

( 6)  Exce pt as  provi de d in rule  25  and i n such spe ci al cases  for whi ch wri tte n permiss i on has  be e n gi ven by 

the Di visi onal Canal Offi cer no ves se l other than thos e  s peci fi ed in s ub-rule  (5) s hall be moore d abre as t 

of another ves se l. 

14 . A ve sse l shall not be place d or s hall not re mai n in such a pos i ti on as  to e ndange r the  s afe ty of othe r 

ve sse ls , or to obs truct thei r pass age  or to impe de  navi gatio n and s hall, if  s o orde re d by any aut hori sed 

C anal Office r, move  from one berth to anothe r. 

15 . The  Di vis ional Canal Offi ce r shall have  powe r to prohi bi t the  loadi ng or unloadi ng of passe nge rs  or cargo 

i n the  C anal at any place  where  he consi ders  the se  ope rati ons  inexpe di e nt. 

16 . Every ve ss e l  whe n anchore d or made  fast to the bank  shall at all ti mes  have  one  or more  persons i n 

atte ndance  on board. 

NOTE:- Thi s  rule  doe s  not apply to s ampaus  of capaci ty 100  bask e ts  or unde r, or to dugouts . 

17 . N o pe rson s hall place  any bamboo,  pole , fi s hi ng stak e , fi s hi ng ne t, or obs tructi on i n the  C anal. Any C anal 

Offi ce r may re move  or des troy any s uch obs truction forthwi th. 

18 . ( 1)  If any ve sse l is  wreck ed, strande d, or sunk  i n the  Canal so as to i mpe de , or be  li ke ly to impe de , the 

navi gatio n the re of,  the  D ivi s i onal Canal Offi ce r may cause  the  ve sse l to be rais e d, re move d, or de s troyed. 

( 2)  If any anchor, chain, rope , or any article  whate ve r be left in the  Canal so as  to i mpe de , or be  lik e ly to 

i mpe de , the  navi gati on the reof,  the  Di visi onal Canal Offi ce r may cau se  it to be  removed or de s troyed. 

( 3)  If any prope rty re cove re d by the  Di vis ional Canal Offi ce r acti ng unde r s ub-rule  (1 ) or (2)  is  unclaime d, 

or the pe rs on claimi ng it fails to pay the  re asonable expe ns es  incurre d incurre d by the  Di vis ional Canal 

Offi ce r unde r that s ub-rule  and a furthe r sum of twe nty pe r ce nt. of the amount of s uch e xpe nse s, the 

D i vi si onal Canal Offi ce r may s e ll the  prope rty by publi c auction, i f the  prope rty is  of a pe ri shable  

nature forthwith and if i t is  not of a pe ris hable  nature , at any time  not les s  than one  month afte r the  

re cove ry the re of. 

( 4)  The  expe ns es  and furthe r sum afore said s hall be payable  to the D i vi si onal Canal Offi ce r out of the sale  

procee ds  of the  prope rty, and the  balance  s hall be paid to the  pers on e ntitled to the p rope rty 
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re cove re d. or, i f no s uch pe rson appears  and clai ms, the  balance  s hall be held in de pos i t for  payme nt, 

wi thout i nteres t to any pers on he re afte r es tablis hi ng his  right the re to provided that the pe rson make s  

hi s  clai m wi thi n si x months  from the  date  of the  sale . 

19 . N o dock , wharf, q uay, s tage , j e tty, pie r, e recti on, structure , or reve tme nt of any k i nd s hall be ere cted on, 

or moore d alongsi de, of, or fi xe d to the  bank  of the Canal without the  pre vi ous  permis si on i n wri ting of 

the Di visi onal Canal Offi cer. All such permitte d structures  shall be k e pt i n a state of re pai r and may, i f not 

properly maintaine d, be  di s mantle d by the  D ivis i onal Canal Offi ce r afte r due  warni ng. 

20 . N o lateri te  or stone s hall be depos i te d on the  bank s  of the C anal exce pt wi t h the  pre vi ous  pe rmissi on i n 

wri ting of the D i vi si onal Canal Offi cer. 

21 . N othi ng shall be thrown into the C anal ei the r from the  bank s  or from any vesse l plyi ng on or moore d in 

the C anal whi ch is  lik e ly to i nterfe re  wi th the navi gatio n or to i mpai r the  uti lity of the  C anal. 

NOTE:- Thi s  rule  doe s  not apply to paddy hus k. 

22 . A tug s hall be any vess e l prope lle d by me chani cal me ans  and use d for towi ng purpos es  in the  Canal. 

23 . Only tugs  lice ns e d for this  purpos e  by the  C anal Offi ce r s hall be permi tte d to tow,  and shall in e ach cas e  

be  sufficie ntly powerful to handle  the  tow at a s pe ed of not le ss  than 2 mi les  an hour agains t the  current. 

Any li ce nce  may be  withdrawn by the C anal Office r for  sufficie nt re as on s tated to the owne r of the  ve sse l 

i n writi ng. An app e al agains t an order of wi thdrawal or agains t an ori gi nal refus al of a li ce nse , may be  

made  to the  Superi nte nding Engi ne e r who s hall cons ult the Nautical Advis e r i n each case  before  gi vi ng his  

de cisi on which shall be final. 

24 . N o tug whose  maximum draft a ny poi nt e xce eds 8 fee t 6 i nches  shall be allowe d to low. N o ve sse l whose  

maxi mum draft at any point e xcee ds  6 fe e t may be  towe d wi thout the  pe rmiss i on of the D ivis i onal C anal 

Offi ce r. 

25 . The  maximum abre as t tow allowe d shall be three  ves se ls  i ncluding th e  tug whi ch mus t i n such cas e be 

the ce ntre  ve sse l. In no cas e  may the  total be am of any group of ve sse ls  excee d 75 fee t e xce pt whe n 

procee di ng through unde r control: 

Provide d that a tug may tak e  two vess e ls  on e ach si de , one i n front of the  othe rs , if  the  le ngth of the  tug 

i s  not les s  than three  fourth of the  combine d le ngth of the  pai r of ves se ls  in tow on ei ther  s ide . 

26 . N o tug shall, when movi ng agains t the  ti de  or curre nt have  more  than 6 paddy gi gs  or othe r craft i n tow 

as ter n. Thes e  s hall be lash e d togethe r i n pai rs , the  tow rope  betwee n the  tug and the  fi rs t ve ss e l towed 

s hall not be ove r 50 fe e t in le ngth, and subseq ue nt le ngths  of tow rope s  s hall not be more  than 25 fee t. 
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Wi th the s peci al permis si on of the  Di vi si onal Canal Offi ce r i n writi ng an  additional two boats may be 

towe d alongsi de , one  on e i the r si de  of the  tug. 

27 . Towi ng as te rn wi th the  ti de  or curre nt i s  prohibited,  and ve ss e ls  towe d aster n against the ti de  or curre nt 

mus t be  cas t off i mme di ately the tide  turns , and pole d or sai le d thr ough the  C anal for the  res t of the ir 

j ourney. 

28 . N o towi ng shall be done  betwe e n s unse t and sunri se , or be twe e n s uch othe r times  as  the  Canal Offi cer 

may dete rmine  on days  whe n the  ti des  will not permit of the  through j ourney bei ng made  betwee n 

s unris e  and s uns e t, provide d that the  Canal Offi ce r may pe rmi t ves se ls  e q ui ppe d wi th effi ci e nt 

s e archli ghts  to tow alongsi de  be twe e n s unse t and sunri se . 

NOTE:- The  Di vis ional Canal Offi ce r has  powe r to re lax this  rule  in s pe ci al cases . 

29 . Only ve ss e ls  which have  pa id commute d tolls  in advance  may be  towe d, provide d that cargo boats or 

paddy gi gs  be longi ng to we ll known firms whi ch are  cle arly numbe red and the  capaci ty of which is  

re gis tere d may by arrangement with the  Di vi si onal Canal Office r be  towe d and charge d fo r on a monthly 

bi ll at ordi nary rates  on payme nt of de pos i ts , i n whi ch cas e  fi rms  mus t s ubmit de tailed monthly 

s tate me nts  of all such ve ss e ls  gi vi ng numbe r of tri ps  perfor me d by e ach ve sse l; provi ded furthe r that 

uncommuted ves se ls  not us i ng the  C anal regu larly may be towe d, provi de d a permi t i s  obtaine d from the 

D i vi si onal Canal Offi ce r and tolls  at the usual rates  are  paid in advance  at the off i ce  of the  D i vi si onal Canal 

Offi ce r. 

30 . Tolls  on tugs  and tows shall be le vie d on the i r carryi ng capaci ty i n acc ordance  with the  s che dule  of rate s  

curre nt. 

31 . All ves se ls  shall obey the  orde rs  of any duly authoris e d C anal Offi ce r Craft e mployed by C anal Offi ce rs  

s hall fly a dis ti nguis hi ng flag by day, and shall exi hibi t, from s uns e t to s unri se, where  they will bes t  be  

s ee n, a white li ght ove r a re d li ght, not les s  than 3 fe e t apart, so cons tructe d as  to she w a cle ar, uniform 

and unbroke n li ght all around the hori zon for a dis tance  of at le as t one  mi le . All ves se ls  s hall facilitate  the  

pas sage  of draft carryi ng s uch di s ti nguis hi ng flag or combi nati on of li ghts . 

31 A. The  Di vis ional Canal Offi ce r may i ss ue  ge neral executive  orde rs  to whi ch all ves se ls  navi gati ng the  C anal 

s hall be req ui red to conform. Such orde rs  may be  communi cate d in any of the  followi ng ways :- 

( i ) by  noti fi cati on i n the  local ne ws pape rs ; 

( ii ) by noti ce  boards  promi ne ntly dis played on the  bank  of the  Canal; 

( ii i ) by s i gnals  operated accor di ng to a code  publishe d in the  local ne ws pape rs; 
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( i v) by any combi nation of the me ans  afores aid; 

( v) by any othe r me ans  found de si rable  or practic able . 

32 . Vess e ls  e xce edi ng the  di mens i ons  gi ve n in rule  1, may proce ed through the  Canal only under s pe cial 

control in accordance  with executive  orde rs  to be  is s ue d from time  to time  by the  Canal authori ti es . 

33 . The  followi ng s ub-rules  conce rning li ghts  shall be  complie d wi th i n all weather from s uns e t to s unris e , 

and duri ng such ti me  no othe r li ghts  whi ch may be mi s tak e n for the pres cri be d li ghts  s hall be exhi bi ted:- 

( 1)  A ve sse l unde r oars  or s ail, whe n unde r way, if i t do es  not carry a re d and gre e n li ght shall- 

( i ) i f the re  i s  a mas t, carry the reon a white  li ght i n a lanter n, s o constructe d as  to s how a cle ar, 

uni for m, and unbrok e n li ght vi si ble  all round; 

( ii ) i f the re  is  no mas t, s how continuous ly a si milar white  li ght from a cons pi cuous  posi tio n s o as  to be 

vi si ble  all round. 

( 2)  A ves se l whi ch i s  be i ng ove rtake n by anothe r s hall sho w a whi te  li ght fro m he r s te rn to the  ove rtak i ng 

ve sse l. 

( 3)  Eve ry ve ss e l whe n at anchor,  or made  fas t to the sho re , shall carry, whe re  it can bes t be  s ee n, a whi te  

li ght i n a lanter n, s o cons tructe d as  to s how a cle ar, uni for m and unbroke n li ght vi si ble  all round the  

hori zon at a di stance  of at le as t one mi le . 

34 . The  fre e  board of any s q uare-built ope n or de cke d rive r craft, whi ch i s  ordi na ri ly move d by oars  or sail, 

s hall not be le ss  than as  de ter mi ne d accordi ng to the  followi ng scale :- 

 

Leng th of Craf t. Freebo ard am idsh ips. 

50 fe et. 2 feet 2 inc hes. 

for any add iti on al fo ot or  pa rt there of . an add itio n al 1/ 2 i nch. 

for ev ery  foot or p art ther eof  by w hich le ngth is l ess  th an  50 fee t. 1/2 inch less  th an 2 feet 2 inc hes. 

For the purpose  of the  above  s cale  craft shall be me as ure d from the  after si de  of the  ste m pos t to the  

for es ide  of the s ter n pos t at de ck  le ve l. 

35 . The  fre e board of any  mechanically prope lle d rive r craft or any i ron or woode n deck  ri ve r craft which is  

ne ve r moved exce pt under tow by a mechani cally prope lle d ve sse l, s hall not be le ss  than 2 i nche s  for 

e very foot of the  craft’s  de pth, wi th a mini mum of 18  inches  in the cas e  of any woode n craft ove r 50  tons 
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capacity, or one  foot in the  case  of i ron craft wi th waterti ght hatch coami ngs  whic h are  not les s  than 6 

i nches  in he i ght above  the  deck , provi de d that any ve sse l poss es si ng a certificate of  s urve y i ss ued unde r 

the Pe trole um Rules  shall not be req ui red to conform to thi s  rule  ; provi de d further  that the  provis ions of 

this  Rule  may als o, i n exce ptional cases  be  relak e d by the  Supe ri nte ndi ng C anal Offi cer after cons ultation 

wi th the N auti cal Advi se r and Princi pal Office r, Me rcantile Mari ne  De partme nt, Burma, in re spe ct of 

ve sse ls  pos se ssi ng cer ti ficates  of s urvey iss ue d unde r the  Inland Steam Ve ssel Act, 19 17. 

36 . In obe yi ng and construi ng the se  rule s , due  re gard shall be had to all dange rs  of navi gati on and colli s ion 

and to any s pe ci al ci rcums tances  whi ch may re nde r a departure  from the above  rules  ne ces s ary in order 

to avoid i mmedi ate  dange r. 

37 . All ves se ls  not be ari ng a defi ni te name  pai nte d, e ngrave d or othe rwi se  permane ntly marke d on the ir hulls  

s hall be  re gi s te re d and stampe d wi th a Twante C anal ref e re nce  numbe r. 

38 . Any ves se l detai ne d by a Canal Office r for  e nteri ng or navi gati ng the  Canal contrary to the  rules  may be  

re le as e d on payme nt by the  pers on i n charge  of the  ves se l to the C anal Offi ce r of a s um not excee di ng 

Rupees  te n as  se curi ty for the  appearance  of such pe rson be fore  the  Magi s trate. 

39 . Vess e ls  be longi ng to any fi rm whi ch agre es , in wri ting to produce  in C ourt, whe n calle d upon, the  ti ndals  

of boats  which bre ak  which break  Canal rule s , wi ll not normally be detai ne d nor wi ll the  person i n charge  

be  req ui red to furni s h s ecuri ty. The  Canal authori ti es  res erve  the  ri ght to withdraw this  cance ss ion i n the  

cas e  of any fi rm whi ch fai ls  to produce  a ti ndal when calle d upon to do so. 

40 . The  outbre ak  of fi re  on board any vess e l usi ng the  Canal shall be indicated by a continuous  s ounding 

wi th any fog s i gnal apparatus. 

41 . All tugs  and othe r s te am ve ss e ls  usi ng the  C anal are  prohi bi ted from cle ani ng fi re s  or addi ng wood fue l, 

or e xce pt whe n burning co al or oi l fue l and fitted wi th e ffi ci e nt s park  arre s te rs , usi ng force d draft whe n 

wi thin a di s tance  of 100 yards  of any petrole um ve ss e ls: A pe trole um ve sse l will exhi bi t by day the  red 

pe troleum flag, and by night one re d li ght hois ted at the mas t he ad an d vi sible  all round the  hori zon for a 

di s tance  of at le as t one  mi le . 

42 . Bi lge  water contami nated by pe trole um or othe r inflammable  oi l s hall not be dis charge d in the  Canal. 

43 . The  penalty s peci fi e d in Se cti on 75  of the Burma Canal Act, 1905  s hall attach to eve ry bre ach of the se  

rule s . 

 

----- Footnote ----- 
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( 1)  Rule ,  29 . e ach ves se l , * provi de d. .... = The  provi s o s hall take  effe ct from the  1s t N ove mbe r, 1940 . L67 B 

Ge neral 
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